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rity, and talent, which they hare uniform- 
ly exhibited in the prosecution of our 
claims ; and that the measures which they 
adopted have always merited our decided 
approbation. 

Resolved, That their Royal Highnesses 
the Dukes of Sussex and Kent, and our other 
Illustrious Friends in both Houses of Par- 
liament, have a just claim to the most 
cordial expression of our gratitude, for 
the unrivalled eloquence, and irresistible 
powers of reasoning, which they have so 
frequently displayed in favour of our 
cause, and which have either reduced 
our enemies to silence, or driven them to 
the expedient of demanding securities a- 
gainst anticipated dangers; which are e- 
qually delusive and improbable. 

That Charles H. Teeling, Esq. be added 
to the list of those to whom we have con- 
fided the care and management of our pe- 
tition, and that he possesses our entire con- 
fidence. 

Wm. Todd Jones, Chairman. 

William Todd Jones, Esq. having left 
the Chair, and Charles H. Teeling, Esq. 
being called thereto, it was moved by P. 
G'Hanlon, Esq., seconded by Arthur 
Pagan, Esq., and carried unanimously, 

That the thanks of this meeting are 
justly due, and are hereby given, to that 
truly venerable patriot, William Todd 
Jones, Esq., as well for the dignified man- 
ner he filled the Chair this day, as for his 
long and unceasing exertions in favour of 
Civil and Religious Liberty. 

Charles H. Teeling. 



At a meeting of the Roman Catholics of the 
County of Antrim, held pursuant to public 
notice, at the New Chapel in Belfast, Oc- 
tober 28/A, 1813, 
James M'Guckw, £3%. in the Chair, 

Resolved, That the enlightened advo- 
cates of civil and religious liberty, hav- 
ing -repeatedly demonstrated, both in and 
out of Parliament the injustice of those 
penal statutes which aggrieve the Catholic 
body ; and having proved, that the full 
and Unrestricted restoration of our civil 
rights cannot be contradicted by any solid 
argument, founded on the dictates of rea- 
son, the tenets of the Catholic religion, 
or the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion; w* cannot, therefore, but regard 



the continuation of our civil disabilities as 
a system of bad policy, intolerance and 
oppression. 

Resolved, That neither the unaccount- 
able manner in which our petitions have 
been hitherto rejected, nor the distressing 
disappointment which our political hopes 
met with in the last session of Parliament, 
shall prevent us from again appealing tor 
the Legislature, for the unqualified abo* 
lition of those penal laws which still affect 
the Catholics of the British Empire. 

Resolved, That the petition definitively 
agreed on by the Catholic Board, on Sa- 
turday the 23d instant, be hereby adopted, 
as the petition of the Catholics of this 
County. 

Resolved, That our faith, and the pre- 
sent form of our Church discipline, have 
been strictly consistent with the unqua- 
lified alleg'.nce which we owe to our 
King and the British Constitution, w* 
consider it degrading to offer us emanci- 
pation, embarassed with any restricting 
arrangement which might intermeddle 
with, or interfere, directly or indirectly, 
with the free exercise of our religion. 

Resolved, That our venerable Prelate* 
are justly entitled to our warmest thanks, 
for the unremitting zeal and pastoral vigi- 
lance which they have uniformly evinced, 
in attending to the true interests of the 
Catholic Church. 

Resolved, That our most sincere thanks 
are justly due, and hereby given, to the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, and to the Synod of Ulster, for 
their liberal declaration in favour of re« 
tigions liberty. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing are justly due to their Royal High- 
nesses the Dukes of Kent and Sussex, the 
Marquis of Downshire, the Earl of Do- 
noughmore, the Right Hon. Henry Grat- 
tan, the Right Hon. George Ponsonby, 
and the rest of our Parliamentary friends, 
for their uniform support of Catholic 
Emancipation. 

Resolved, That our much esteemed 
Protestant and Presbyterian brethren, 
who have attended this meeting are justly 
entitled to our most unfeigned thanks ; 
and particularly Doctor Drennan, and 
John Hancock, Esq., for their zeal and 
disinterested exertions in promoting the 
interest of our cause.* 



* The unsought honour of a vote of 
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The Chairman having left the Chair, 
and Thomas Griffith, Esq. called thereto. 



thacks from the people, is very cheering 
to those, who have to toil through many 
difficulties and discouragements in the 
faithful discharge of their public dutv, 
more especially when such thanks are not 
purchased by unfair means, or by any im- 
proper compromises with the prejudices 
or passions of the people. Such honours 
ara more truly valuable, than all the 



the following Resolution of thanks was 
voted to him : 

Resolved, That James M'Guckin, Eso. 
receive the cordial thanks of this meeting 
for his upright and dignified conduct fn 
the Chair. 



pageants, or tides, which Kings can be- 
stow. In the people is the true mures of honour. 
They may sometimes err, hut Kings and 
their advisers as often mistake through ig- 
norance or corruption. 

B.M.M. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



■\1/ ri'EN Ireland lost her political 
■ *y existence, nothing of a pub- 
lic nature was left in the country to 
produce any full development of 
intellectual powers, nothing to inte- 
rest or occupv the generous affec- 
tions of the heart, reflecting as they 
were designed to do, a pure and 
permanent happiness to the indi- 
vidual, from the pursuit of the public 
good. From the commencement of 
this century, the past appeared to 
us all vanity, the present all vacan- 
cy, and there can be no future, 
'where affection is dead, where hope 
has nothing to rest upon, and where 
ambition grovels in the dust. All 
indeed remained as it was — except 
InELAND ; but the indwelling and 
inspiring spirit that could alone pro- 
duce great passions, great actions, 
and great men, *bad abandoned the 
the mansion. We have read the 
account a traveller gives, who, seve- 
ral years after the decease of Buf- 
fon, paid a visit to the country-seat 
near Paris, called "Mon repos/' 
where the illustrious historian of na- 
ture had lung resided. It then had 
changed owners, and has since passed 
through a variety of hands, but the 
possessor, at this time, had directed 



the apartment which the great man 
had occupied in his life time, with 
all its furniture to the minutest arti- 
cle, to remain precisely in the same 
situation he had left it. The books, 
the desks, the writing apparatus 
the chair in which he studied, the 
conch where he reclined ; — all re- 
mains, said the aged domestic who 
showed the place, exactly as it was, 
all — except Bufibn.' 

Exactly under the- same melan- 
choly point of view, does Ireland 
appear to us; externally and appa- 
rently the same, but the animating 
soul, that gives alacrity to hope, 
and nourishes large ambition, and 
holds forth adequate means for the 
excitement of magnanimous pas- 
sions and noble actions, this appears 
to us.gqne, we fear for ever, and as 
in a tenantless mansion, phantoms 
seem to rise whirl) terrify, and fill 
the mind with bitterness and grief; 
With the exception of one question, 
we do aver, however we may be re- 
probated for the assertion, that to a 
mind of any public feeling, this is a 
land not worth living in ; and we 
are convinced that men of genius or 
talent will henceforward be as thinly 
scattered in this country, as in nto- 



